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Sydney’s Walls Need To Come Tumbling Down

“The fall of a wall saw the rebirth of Berlin.  Some walls need to come tumbling down if Sydney is to witness an urban renaissance,” said Dr David Poole, Executive Director of UDIA NSW today.

“Since most new houses will be built in existing areas of Sydney, the UDIA argues that the following conditions are critical for Sydney to meet its urban renewal targets:

i. Strata reform;

ii. Rapid development application processing;

iii. Appropriate personnel resources; and
iv. Defined remediation costs.

“Of these, strata reform may require the most political “courage” if it is to be achieved.

“The urban development industry supports strata reform to assist in the renewal of Sydney’s building fabric.  The UDIA recommends that the NSW Government pursue legislative amendments to facilitate the urban renewal of Sydney.  We need to redevelop strata buildings that have reached the end of their economic life.  The NSW Government must recognise that with every new strata registration, the problem compounds.

“The legislation should provide for a consistent set of rules across all strata schemes and maintain equity.  It is fundamental that any intrusion into traditional property ownership rights must be approached with due respect for the interests of dissenting minorities.

“Accordingly, we propose that strata schemes be wound up where a significant majority of owners is achieved (80%) to terminate the strata scheme.  To protect those who dissent, the opportunity should be afforded for the views of these owners to be considered by an independently convened arbitration panel that can consider issues of hardship and make a binding determination.  This determination may incorporate additional conditions of development or provide recommendations about compensation for dissenting owners.  This would therefore need to be judicial panel rather than a political panel.

“New schemes would need to alert potential buyers to this condition if the amended strata laws are legislated”.

The UDIA will soon launch a detailed discussion paper about the implementation of the NSW Government’s Metropolitan Strategy and City of Cities document.  The Institute’s submission applauds the NSW Government for producing a comprehensive and logical plan for Sydney.  

“Right now, UDIA NSW is primarily concerned with the strategy’s implementation.  The NSW Government has done an excellent job in establishing the Growth Centres Commission to expedite the new land release but the most of Sydney’s dwellings will be built in existing areas.  Local Government has undertaken its sub-regional planning studies.  It’s a now question of how, not where,” said Dr. Poole.  “How will we deliver new homes in existing areas?”
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