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At Last, Planning in Sydney Becomes Strategic

The nation’s leading property development industry association, the UDIA, today welcomed the long-awaited release of the NSW Government’s Metropolitan Strategy.
“We have had bits and pieces of the Metro Strategy announced during the last 12 months.  The release of a document which links these pieces together and builds a logical policy framework around them is to be strongly applauded”, said UDIA Executive Director Dr David Poole.
“While key elements of the strategy remain to be delivered, including the infrastructure plan and funding mechanisms for delivering several important aspects of the strategy, we particularly welcome three critical dimensions of the Metro Strategy.
“Of most significance is the Government’s intention to move beyond the parochial planning processes associated with our plethora of local government bodies and instead take a regional and sub-regional approach to planning Sydney’s future.  Treating Sydney as a series of 10 sub-regions and attaching dwelling and job targets to each region is a brilliant strategy to move beyond an existing system beset by turf wars and an absence of urban vision in some parts of the city.
“Second, taking a much more strategic approach to the future of our city’s regional centres and major towns is also a highly positive move.  The NSW Government is to be commended for taking the tough decisions about the future of our centres and towns, recognising that while not every town can become a significant city centre, some should be encouraged and resourced to do so while others should be given the opportunity to pursue more specialised roles.
“Third, pursuing a deliberate strategy to better connect Sydney’s residential and employment centres via new and improved transport infrastructure will encourage positive urban development among our road and rail corridors and around our urban centres.  In addition, given the Government’s intention to encourage significant jobs growth in the Greater West, improving transport infrastructure will assist in the creation of real, sustainable new jobs.
“Metro Strategy is an important signal from the NSW Government that our great state is again open for business”.
 

Dr David Poole is attending the release of the Strategy at Parramatta on Sunday 4 December and will be available for comment and interviews immediately following the event.  Please contact Dr Poole on his mobile to arrange a meeting.
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About the UDIA
The Urban Development Institute of Australia (UDIA) is Australia’s peak representative body for all segments of the urban development industry. Our mission is to promote innovation and best practice for sustainable environments and communities. The UDIA was established in New South Wales in 1963 and operates as a non-profit institute for the benefits of its member’s throughout Australia, with divisions in New South Wales, Queensland, South Australia, Victoria and Western Australia.  For more information, please visit the website, www.udia-nsw.com.au.
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