	Media Release
9 November 2005

	[image: image1.jpg]Urban
Development
Institute of
Australia

NEW SOUTH WALES





www.udia-nsw.com.au
	

	


Development Sector Welcomes Positive News from NSW Government

Australia’s leading property development association, the Urban Development Institute of Australia, today welcomed positive announcements from the NSW Government on two fronts.

“The imminent announcement that New South Wales is to pursue a higher skilled migration intake makes sense at a number of levels”, said UDIA Executive Director, Dr David Poole.

“We have known for some time that NSW has been losing an increasing share of skilled migrants to other states.  Victoria and Queensland have been aggressive pursuing skilled migrants in recent years, and to the extent that they have succeeded it has been at the expense of NSW.

“In addition, we need a higher immigration intake generally and more skilled migrants in particular if we are to mitigate the negative impacts of our ageing population over the decades ahead.  Between 2000 and 2050, the elderly dependency ratio is expected to double in Australia.  That is, the number of over 65s for every 100 of working age is expected to climb from 18 to 37.5.  One key means of reducing this rate of dependence is to increase our immigration levels.

“The Premier is thus to be congratulated for recognising these realities and taking proactive steps in pursuing a more enlightened population policy.”

Dr Poole also stated that the industry was pleased about this week’s announcement confirming Sam Haddad’s appointment as Director General of the Department of Planning.

“After a period of dramatic upheaval in personnel among both the politicians and bureaucrats who acts as stewards of urban development in this state, we are pleased that the Minister has confirmed Mr Haddad’s appointment.  Sam Haddad brings enormous experience, great influence, and a steady hand to one of the most significant jobs in the state.

“Just as increasing our skilled migration levels will produce positive demand-side affects in terms of housing demand and the creation of new communities, Sam Haddad’s appointment recognises the criticality of the supply side in providing a positive regulatory context for urban growth and development as the implementation of Metro Strategy continues.”
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About the UDIA
The Urban Development Institute of Australia (UDIA) is Australia’s peak representative body for all segments of the urban development industry. Our mission is to promote innovation and best practice for sustainable environments and communities. The UDIA was established in New South Wales in 1963 and operates as a non-profit institute for the benefits of its member’s throughout Australia, with divisions in New South Wales, Queensland, South Australia, Victoria and Western Australia.  For more information, please visit the website, www.udia-nsw.com.au.
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