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Sartor Makes Great Decision on BASIX

Today’s decision by Frank Sartor to maintain the energy savings requirements for new high density housing has been warmly welcomed by the property development sector.
The state’s leading property development association, the Urban Development Association of Australia NSW (UDIA NSW), today stated that the NSW Government had listened to the concerns of an industry which is currently in a severe trough and had responded positively.
According to UDIA NSW Executive Director Dr David Poole, the renewed focus of the Minister for Planning and NSW Government on the costs of development is long overdue.
“During the last few years, the urban development sector has virtually suffocated under the cumulative impact of a plethora of new costs, charges and regulatory demands.  While BASIX is a real positive for the community and environment and is widely accepted by the development sector, a doubling in energy savings for high density development may have made such developments marginal at best.
“Nonetheless, we do accept that a 40% reduction in energy use among traditional low-density development can be achieved without too much heartache and additional cost.  Indeed, UDIA member companies like Cosmopolitan Homes and Clarendon Homes are already achieving 40% energy reductions in recent housing designs. 
“The staggering of the additional requirements for dwellings of less than 6 storeys is also warmly welcomed by the industry.  While the requirements may entail a degree of stretch, we believe that they can be achieved without overly impacting on housing affordability”.
“While much remains to be done to get the housing industry back on track, this is a significant and positive step”.
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About UDIA
UDIA is the voice of development.  We represent the industry which develops new communities and proudly advocate for its interests.  We pursue access to land for development, encourage the creation of a positive regulatory environment, and seek to moderate the burden of taxes and charges on our customers.  We believe in affordable, sustainable, and liveable communities.  For more information, please visit the website, www.udia-nsw.com.au.
	PO Box 912

EPPING  NSW  1710

Phone: 02 9868 3677
Fax: 02 9868 7117 
e-mail: udia@udia-nsw.com.au



A.B.N. 43 001 172 363


