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Urban Planning within Airport Boundaries Should be State Responsibility

The intrusion of the Federal Government in urban planning within Australia’s airports should be eliminated, according to UDIA National President Grant Dennis.

“In order to maximise its return from the sale of airports, the Feds have permitted the new owners to undertake almost any kind of development they believe suits their purposes.  The impacts of this arrangement are having increasingly detrimental impacts on urban planning and development in our major cities.

“In Sydney, for instance, the proposed $200 million Macquarie Bank redevelopment is undermining the detailed planning work being undertaken by the NSW Government and City of Sydney for the airport corridor.  It is also placing in jeopardy the economic viability of places like Green Square and East Darling Harbour.

“In Brisbane, the construction of factory outlets on airport lands has caused traffic chaos.  Again, the airport owners are a law unto themselves as the pursue developments driven by their own interests rather than those of the surrounding community and other stakeholders.

“In Canberra, potential residential growth in Queanbeyan and the viability of surrounding retail centres is being constrained by the interests of the Canberra International Airport.  The owners of the airport have, in particular, successfully lobbied the ACT and NSW Governments to reject an Australian Standard (AS 2021) for airport noise so that their own development proposals are not threatened by developers operating under normal planning regimes.

“In one sense, the cat might be out of the bag.  The unrestricted development of our airports for purposes other than aviation may simply be an unintended consequence of the airport privatisation process.  Certainly the investment banks knew that they could pursue non-aviation development of their sites given the returns that they have received and the impacts on their share prices since that time.

"Where Commonwealth land is disposed of appropriately, everyone benefits.  The redevelopment of the ADI site at St Marys in Sydney's west provides the kind of model which is far more acceptable in planning and social terms.  The creation of new communities at the site is subject to the planning approval of the local councils in the area (Penrith and Blacktown), while the level of stakeholder and community communication and discussion undertaken by the project's proponent (Delfin Lend Lease) over a number of years has been little short of remarkable".

“Unfortunately, however, unless something is done to implement sound and fair planning guidelines on our airport owners, the cities in which they are located will increasingly suffer”.
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