	Media Release
7 December 2006

	[image: image1.jpg]Urban
Development
Institute of
Australia

NEW SOUTH WALES





www.udia-nsw.com.au
	

	


End of Double Dipping – Some Relief for New Homeowners
The Minister for Planning, the Hon Frank Sartor, has today provided some relief for new homeowners by preventing Councils from levying the cost of new developments twice to fund local infrastructure. 
“UDIA NSW congratulates Mr Sartor for providing a greater degree of certainty for the development industry and a more equitable system of levying the cost of new development. UDIA NSW in May this year, alerted the Minister to the issue of Councils ‘double-dipping’ on the cost of new development by charging development levies at both subdivision and construction stage, and called for reform”, said UDIA NSW President Ross Blancato. 
“It is pleasing that Mr Sartor has again demonstrated that he is willing to listen to the development industry and provide a pragmatic solution to remove stumbling blocks from the NSW Government’s Planning reform agenda” said Mr Blancato. 
UDIA NSW A/Executive Director Scott Woodcock added that “UDIA NSW has consistently contended that while urban development creates an additional demand for infrastructure, it must be funded in a context that is equitable and does not compromise housing affordability. A situation that allows Councils to levy the cost of development twice for the same infrastructure is inequitable. The Ministerial Direction now prevents this from happening and is therefore applauded.” 
Mr Woodcock noted that the Ministerial Direction also provided relief for smaller developments by restricting the imposition of the full 1% levy to development above $200,001 and restricting a 0.5% levy to development between $100,001 and $200,000. Developments of $100,000 or less now cannot be levied to fund local infrastructure. 
“This removes the highly inequitable incidence of levying smaller developments for the cost of local infrastructure despite the absence of an increased demand for infrastructure and services”. 
Mr Blancato added that “the development industry is willing and eager to work closely with the Government to ensure the most efficient and equitable provision of infrastructure to the community and UDIA NSW is pleased to be leading the debate to prompt NSW Government reform”. 
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About the UDIA
The Urban Development Institute of Australia (UDIA) is Australia’s peak representative body for all segments of the urban development industry. Our mission is to promote innovation and best practice for sustainable environments and communities. The UDIA was established in New South Wales in 1963 and operates as a non-profit institute for the benefits of its member’s throughout Australia, with divisions in New South Wales, Queensland, South Australia, Victoria and Western Australia.  For more information, please visit the website, www.udia-nsw.com.au.
	PO Box 912

EPPING  NSW  1710

Phone: 02 9868 3677
Fax: 02 9868 7117 
e-mail: udia@udia-nsw.com.au



A.B.N. 43 001 172 363


