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UDIA NSW WELCOMES PLANNING MINISTER’S NEW REFORMS
At the Urban Development Institute of Australia NSW (UDIA NSW) Ministerial Luncheon today in Sydney, Planning Minister Kristina Keneally announced the detail of the latest reforms to the NSW planning framework.  UDIA NSW President Judy McKittrick welcomed the latest reforms, stating “these reforms should help to depoliticise the current planning approval regime and improve transparency and accountability.” 
The reforms announced by Minister Keneally establish the parameters for determination of development proposals by expert panels.  This will see about 90% of coastal and urban development applications determined by expert panels rather than the Minister or Councillors.  
The Minister has also advised that the Planning Assessment Commission (PAC) membership is to be expanded to include a wider range of skills including the property development industry, environmental assessment and community consultation.  The expansion of membership on the PAC to include the property development industry will provide the necessary expertise and skills to help build the PAC into the major NSW planning advisory body.  
“UDIA NSW had previously recommended to the Minister that for NSW to attract significant investment and regain competitiveness, that it was important for the PAC to have expertise in the commercial aspects of development”, said Judy McKittrick.
 “While these latest reforms are welcome, the NSW Government must go further. It is essential when the economy in NSW is languishing behind the other states that the NSW Government show leadership and encourage investment certainty by streamlining the approval process.  The Government must remove the need for unnecessary planning approvals and increase complying development provisions.  The numerous government agencies that are unnecessarily involved in the planning process and causing delays to approval times must also be removed.”
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About UDIA
UDIA is the voice of development.  We represent the industry which develops new communities and proudly advocate for its interests.  We pursue access to land for development, encourage the creation of a positive regulatory environment, and seek to moderate the burden of taxes and charges on our customers.  We believe in affordable, sustainable, and liveable communities.  For more information, please visit the website, www.udia-nsw.com.au

	PO Box 912

EPPING  NSW  1710

Phone: 02 9868 3677
Fax: 02 9868 7117 
e-mail: udia@udia-nsw.com.au



A.B.N. 43 001 172 363


