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NSW Budget Mixed for Urban Planning

Today’s NSW Budget provides mixed news for the future of urban development in New South Wales, according to the Urban Development Institute of Australia NSW (UDIA NSW).
“While there is little in the Budget for an ailing industry to be particularly excited about, at least there is no further bad news”, said UDIA NSW Executive Director Dr David Poole.
“Prior to the Budget, the UDIA NSW called for a $10 million increase in the Government’s allocation to the Department of Planning.  While an increase of $4.1 million is welcome (a 4.6% increase on 2005-2006), this is not a great deal more than would be justified by inflation.  The UDIA understands that an additional $10 million is required to allow the department to recruit sufficient planners and support staff to achieve its approved staffing capacity and thus avoid the inevitable delays arising in the Regional and Metro Strategies implementation.
“In addition, it could have assisted the Department of Planning to rely to a lesser degree on expensive consultants who currently undertake the kinds of critical work which could be completed in-house.  
“If major projects and Metro Strategy are to be delivered, the Department of Planning needs to be fully staffed and resourced.  Several of the initiatives of Minister Sartor and the Government may be significantly constrained without such resourcing.  The unfortunate reality is that the Government seems to have remained ignorant of the financial benefits returned to the public coffers from a renewed and reinvigorated urban development industry.  It remains essential that UDIA NSW members are encouraged to design, create and recreate new urban communities as soon as possible if New South Wales is to return to its appropriate position of national economic leadership.
“While the changes to land tax and the recent infrastructure strategy are positive steps in the right direction, much remains to be done.
“Firstly, the SEPP (State Environmental Planning Policy) for the Northwest and Southwest Growth Centres now needs to be urgently approved by the Government.  Second, now that the Budget Papers appear to support the retention of the Growth Centres Commission, the Commission’s business plan must be finalised and the nature, timing and quantum of the infrastructure levies locked in.  Once that it is done, the Development Code governing the style of urban design in the Growth Centres must be completed and implemented.  
“Only then will developers be in a position to acquire land and fund the core infrastructure required before a homesite can be placed on the market for our future residents”.
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