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Will we ever design cities that are as beautiful as the ones we visit on holidays?
John Torti, President of Torti Gallas and partners, an award-winning US urban design and architectural firm, will raise this question at the UDIA Congress in Sydney, 7-10 March. Discussing the principles for creating beautiful, liveable, pedestrian cities and neighbourhoods, special attention will be given to the inextricable links between urban design, architecture, market placement and value - for the community, for the consumer and for the developer.

Mr Torti’s design philosophy centres on the need to create urban landscapes which best link design outcomes with great architecture, conceptual thinking with practical building form, and aesthetic values with environmentally sustainable practices. From high-density residential projects in Virginia to urban revitalisation projects in Washington DC, John Torti and his team at Torti Gallas and partners have long endeavoured to design urban landscapes which enhance both private spaces and the broader public realm. His presentation at Congress 2005 will provide examples and inspiration for achieving these mutually important but often difficult dual outcomes.

National UDIA Awards for Excellence 2005 – 10 March 2005
The UDIA National Awards for Excellence bring together the best in urban development from around Australia.  Addressing issues such as community consultation, sustainability, energy efficiency, environmental management, water management, quality design, use of infrastructure, and land revitalization, the winners are clearly the ‘best of the best’ in the nation’s development industry.  The Award winners will be announced at the Gala dinner on Thursday 10 March 2005.  
Congress 2005 will provide some great opportunities to think, to reflect, to network, and to enjoy the best of the sector. With an excellent speaker program featuring some of the best urban designers, planners and commentators in the world, a comprehensive study tour of key new and urban renewal sites in Sydney, Congress 2005 is a must for anyone involved in the urban development industry. 

For more information on other speakers and highlights to look out for at UDIA Congress 2005, visit www.udiacongress.com.au.
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