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Draft Lower Hunter Strategy – Room for Improvement

“While it is pleasing that the State Government has exhibited its first draft regional strategy, the Lower Hunter draft undersells this dynamic region.

“Most importantly, the Lower Hunter Regional Strategy should acknowledge the region’s economic independence and full potential by adopting a proactive planning policy that facilitates growth,” said the Urban Development Institute of Australia NSW (UDIA NSW) Executive Director, Dr David Poole.

The draft Lower Hunter Regional Strategy lacks a degree of vision and ambition and ultimately falls short of the expectations of the Lower Hunter community, according Dr Poole.

UDIA NSW today released their submission to the NSW Government on the draft.  

“We assert that the draft strategy significantly underestimates the required land to accommodate the government’s forecast dwelling yield due to environmental and market constraints specific to the Hunter region.  Experience has proven that a contingency of at least 50% should be applied when determining land supply needs in the Lower Hunter after asset protection zones (APZ), fragmented land ownership, riparian corridors, vegetation conservation, mine subsidence and threatened species protection are accounted for.

“Major infrastructure commitments are also missing from the regional strategy, except where the government expects private industry and homebuyers to contribute.   Any discussion of public and private infrastructure funding should be undertaken concurrently with a fully documented understanding of what services are needed, their timing and an appreciation of available financial models.”

Dr Poole called on the government to set annual dwelling targets to inform infrastructure funding and delivery in the Lower Hunter.  The Lower Hunter has witnessed a sharp increase in lot production between 2000/01 and 2003/04.  A rise from 1,800 lots in 1991 to 3,900 lots in 2004 represents more than a 100% increase in production.  UDIA NSW believes that annual lot production will be a minimum of 3,000 lots for the next thirty years.  This should be supported by an increase in the zoning of employment lands above the 900 hectares presently identified.

UDIA NSW President Ralph Bruce noted that as a vision for the Lower Hunter’s future, the draft strategy falls short.

“The community is looking for a strategy that identifies what industry and government can do to capitalise on the potential of the region and accommodate the growing Lower Hunter community in terms of infrastructure, planning and governance.  Strategic planning is about vision and creating opportunity.  It’s more than identifying constraints and just colouring in the gaps.

“It is also about instituting governance structures that facilitate balanced urban growth.  To this end, the UDIA submission recommends that the NSW Government establish a planning authority or development corporation to coordinate the Lower Hunter’s future growth.

“Minister Sartor has done a tremendous job of announcing the key elements of the northwest and southwest Sydney Growth Centres, and the implementation of the governance structure for the centres, the Growth Centres Commission, is proceeding apace.  It would be similarly positive if the same attitude to sustainable growth is themed through the Lower Hunter Regional Strategy.  The development industry is responsible for delivering the strategy and UDIA NSW offers the Minister every assistance in capitalising on the full potential of the Lower Hunter.”

 

 A copy of UDIA NSW’s submission to the Department of Planning can be downloaded from the homepage of the website.  Visit www.udia-nsw.com.au
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About the UDIA
The Urban Development Institute of Australia (UDIA) is Australia’s peak representative body for all segments of the urban development industry. Our mission is to promote innovation and best practice for sustainable environments and communities. The UDIA was established in New South Wales in 1963 and operates as a non-profit institute for the benefits of its member’s throughout Australia, with divisions in New South Wales, Queensland, South Australia, Victoria and Western Australia.  For more information, please visit the website, www.udia-nsw.com.au.
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