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Departure of Craig Knowles…And The Future

The contribution of the Hon Craig Knowles MP to urban development in New South Wales has been recognised by the UDIA, Australia’s leading industry association for the development sector.
According to UDIA Executive Director Dr David Poole, the reform process begun by Mr Knowles should, in the long-term, strengthen Sydney’s position as Australia’s global city and the position of NSW as Australia’s economic powerhouse.
“The urban development industry recognises the contribution of the Hon Craig Knowles MP to the future of our industry.  In particular, the period of his tenure as Minister for Infrastructure, Planning and Natural Resources has provided a raft of major public policy reforms impacting the urban development sector.  These include the State Significant Infrastructure reforms, the announcement of the north-west and south-west release areas, and amendments to the section 94 local infrastructure funding legislation.
“On the other hand, students of corporate strategy will realise how critical this period is in terms of progressing and implementing this reform program.  The strategies of many corporations founder when the initiator of the strategy, usually the CEO, departs the organisation.  The culture and politics of the organisation come into play to either constrain or advance the strategy.  Simultaneously, the new leader endeavours to put a personal imprint on the corporate strategy.  They may choose to dump the strategy and begin again, rebuild the strategy in their own image, or accept the original strategy and act as a steward of the intended process.
“This leaves us at a critical moment in our history, a tipping point in urban planning and land release and the shaping of our new suburbs, as well as the reshaping of our existing suburbs and towns.  The decisions made in coming months will critically determine the shape and nature of our city, the ways in which we relate to each other, how we travel, and how much of our income pays for the privilege of living here.
“So, much remains to be done, perhaps substantially more than has been done thus far, to deliver a better residential and urban future to the people of New South Wales.
“In particular, two challenges confront our new Minister for Planning.  The first concerns our taxes and charges.  While the abolition of the vendor duty is welcomed, the growth of the industry will be constrained by the ongoing tendency of governments at all levels to use the industry as a cash cow.  The average new lot in Sydney, for instance, will have between $100,000 and $150,000 of taxes and charges imposed on it before the actual cost of the land and development costs are factored in.  Affordability in this city thus continues to slide.
“Sydney’s urban future also depends on further commitments from the NSW Government to the provision of transport, social and physical infrastructure, as well as a willingness to pursue additional private-public partnerships and the use of more innovative infrastructure funding instruments.  Infrastructure represents the spine around which our neighbourhoods are built.
“In sum, while we thank Craig Knowles for his efforts, we look to the future to the enormous challenges ahead”.
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About the UDIA
The Urban Development Institute of Australia (UDIA) is Australia’s peak representative body for all segments of the urban development industry. Our mission is to promote innovation and best practice for sustainable environments and communities. The UDIA was established in New South Wales in 1963 and operates as a non-profit institute for the benefits of its member’s throughout Australia, with divisions in New South Wales, Queensland, South Australia, Victoria and Western Australia.  For more information, please visit the website, www.udia-nsw.com.au.
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