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UDIA NSW Calls for Support for Planning Bill

With debate on the planning reforms set to recommence in the NSW Parliament next Tuesday, the Urban Development Institute of Australia NSW (UDIA NSW) has today released a Position Paper explaining its support for the Bill.

According to UDIA NSW Executive Director Dr David Poole, ill-advised scaremongering has placed the passage of the Bill at risk.

“The Local Government Association have been arguing that the Bill will cause their collective skies to fall in.  Elizabeth Farrelly in the Herald argues that it will bring about the end of local democracy.

“Nothing could be further from the truth.  If Councils can get their collective acts together and process development approvals effectively, then none should fear any challenge or retribution from the Minister for Planning.

“Unfortunately, though, it may take this threat of action for some Councils to lift their game.  The 2003/2004 comparison of local government performance revealed that 40 percent of Councils fail to process development applications in the benchmark period of 40 days.  Councils spent $34 million in legal costs in 2003/2004, often defending the indefensible for purely political reasons.

“In giving the Minister the power to review and amend local section 94 contributions plans, attention will be given to ensuring that such levies are reasonable and justifiable.  Section 94 plans have increasingly incorporated an array of questionable items, including regional museums (Liverpool), library books (Camden), public art (Newcastle), and even a cattery (Wollondilly!).

“Whether in approvals processes or the creation of local levies, it is appropriate for the Minister to have the power to review local governance and, in extreme cases, assume local government planning powers.

“The other contentious aspect of the Bill concerns special contributions levies.  It is our view that the amendments proposed to the Bill to exhibit any levy proposals and consult with the industry prior to implementation do a great deal to improve this aspect of the legislation.  While we remain of the view that special contributions should be indexed and regularly audited, this position is not sufficient to build an argument against levying appropriate contributions for areas outside the northwest and southwest Growth Centres, assuming that the market can bear such charges.

“The NSW urban planning system is in need of significant further reform.  This legislation represents a positive step in this direction”.  
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