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UDIA Sign Alliance with British Urban Regeneration Association

The UDIA, Australia’s premiere development industry association, has forged an alliance relationship with the British Urban Regeneration Association (BURA).
A Memorandum of Understanding between UDIA and BURA was recently signed in London by Dr David Poole, UDIA National Executive Director, and Ralph Luck OBE, the Chairman of BURA.  Mr Luck also serves as Director of English Partnerships, the British Government’s urban regeneration arm.  In this role, he has overseen the urban renewal of the Thames Docklands area, a gigantic renewal project whose joint venture participants include Australia’s Lend Lease.    Mr Luck’s role has recently been expanded to include urban regeneration projects across the City of London.
According to Dr Poole, the alliance represents an important new relationship for the development sector in Australia.
“The UDIA is delighted to link with BURA in this way.  Much of Australia's future urban growth will take the form of urban renewal and regeneration, and there is much that we can learn from the United Kingdom in this regard.  In particular, the use of partnerships between governments, developers and community groups is further advanced in Britain than it is in Australia, and so we look forward to achieving a better understanding of international best practice in urban regeneration from our friends at BURA”.
The Memorandum signed by UDIA and BURA commits the organisations to work together on several fronts, including:
· Exchanging information and sharing best practices for achieving regeneration in both Britain and Australia 

· Participating together on research projects 

· Facilitating study tours for members in both countries 

· Allowing each organisation to participate in the other’s events 

· Acting as an information conduit for members and facilitating networking opportunities 

· Allowing members of each organisation to participate as a full member in the reciprocal organisation
BURA currently has around 500 members, including many local Councils, developers, and not-for-profit organisations who participate in urban renewal projects.  The UDIA represents more than 2,000 member corporations and consultancies across Australia engaged in the development process.  Many of its members are deeply engaged in the rapidly expanding urban renewal sector.
Further details of BURA are available at www.bura.org.uk.  The UDIA’s website is located at www.udia.com.au 
An image of Dr David Poole and Ralph Luck at the signing of the Alliance in London is available on request.
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About the UDIA
The Urban Development Institute of Australia (UDIA) is Australia’s peak representative body for all segments of the urban development industry. Our mission is to promote innovation and best practice for sustainable environments and communities. The UDIA was established in New South Wales in 1963 and operates as a non-profit institute for the benefits of its member’s throughout Australia, with divisions in New South Wales, Queensland, South Australia, Victoria and Western Australia.  For more information, please visit the website, www.udia-nsw.com.au.
	Suite 404A, 16-18 Cambridge Street

EPPING  NSW  2121

Phone: 02 9868 3677
Fax: 02 9868 7117 
e-mail: udia@udia-nsw.com.au



A.B.N. 43 001 172 363


