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CONFIDENCE BUILDING
UDIA NSW Wollongong City Centre Plan Response

The Urban Development Institute of Australia NSW (UDIA NSW) is pleased by the vision and ambition expressed in the draft Wollongong City Centre Plan.  In releasing its submission today UDIA NSW applauded Minister Sartor, Chris Johnson and Wollongong Council on its cohesive, well ordered and extraordinarily well presented plan.  It is in the implementation that the plan fails to impress.
Dr David Poole said “what is needed is increased innovative investment in public domain.  International best practice and the Parramatta experience demonstrates that early public investment in creating attractive spaces is needed to appeal to developers, employers and homebuyers.  If Council is not confident enough to invest in Wollongong, why would the private sector?” 
Mr. Martin Wells, Chairman of the UDIA NSW Southern Chapter said, “all the plan presents is a series of disincentives.  The 2% local government levy combined with a 1% state infrastructure when added to costly design competitions reduces Wollongong’s competitiveness.  The levies are three times higher than the Sydney city centre, Australia’s only globally competitive CBD.  This is not the sort of ambition Wollongong should harbour.”
Dr David Poole, CEO of UDIA NSW said ”the plan is somewhat misguided in thinking that the proposed FSR bonuses can offset the levies.  The blanket application of density bonuses are inevitably cancelled out by increased vendor expectations and often exacerbate community opposition.  UDIA NSW proposes a more sophisticated approach which combines best practice design and desirable densities with an incentive for developers to invest early in Wollongong and trade unused FSR bonuses to latecomers.”
UDIA NSW is confident that the plan is right for Wollongong.  Its success is now just a matter of confidence.
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About UDIA

UDIA is the voice of development.  We represent the industry which develops new communities and proudly advocate for its interests.  We pursue access to land for development, encourage the creation of a positive regulatory environment, and seek to moderate the burden of taxes and charges on our customers.  We believe in affordable, sustainable, and liveable communities.  For more information, please visit the website, www.udia-nsw.com.au.
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