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UDIA Welcomes Minister’s Call-In For CUB Site

The decision of Planning Minister Sartor to call-in the CUB site for Ministerial oversight is welcome, according to the state’s key property development industry association.
The Urban Development Institute of Australia NSW (UDIA NSW) President Ralph Bruce today stated that CUB was one of a number of sites which require Ministerial supervision to proceed as viable urban developments.

“By calling in this and other key sites, Minister Sartor has provided the jump start for the urban development industry in this state, which has ground to a virtual halt. While this is at least partially due to a drop in demand from investors and new homebuyers, the slide has been exacerbated by the sheer magnitude of the challenge facing developers who must navigate their projects through the shoals and reefs of the NSW approval system.

“The system has fundamental flaws.  Parochial local Councils pursue one agenda.  The many state agencies with an interest in land use pursue others.  The challenge for the NSW Government in aligning the inputs from each of these stakeholders and achieving an outcomes-focused approach is akin to herding cats”, he said.

UDIA NSW Executive Director Dr David Poole concurred, arguing that the centralisation of power to the Minister’s office was a necessary condition for achieving development approvals for major developments in this environment.
“Short of fundamental systemic reform, Minister Sartor has taken a number of positive steps towards improving the NSW planning system.  These have included the power to review, amend or revoke contentious Section 94 plans; to appoint planning panels or administrators to local Councils; and the establishment of the Part 3A approvals process for state significant developments.
“Nonetheless, critical resourcing issues remain.
“While calling in controversial and complex projects like CUB makes good sense, the ability of Minister Sartor and his Department to add real value to the approvals process may also depend on ensuring that the Department of Planning is appropriately resourced to fulfil its growing responsibilities.  While it remains undermanned to the tune of some 70 planners, expediting approvals for CUB and similarly challenging sites will remain problematic”.
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