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CENTRAL COAST HOMEBUYERS LEFT HIGH N’ DRY

UDIA NSW Draft Central Coast Regional Strategy Response

The Urban Development Institute of Australia NSW (UDIA NSW) expressed its disappointment at the Minister for Planning’s announcement to constrain housing production on the Central Coast due to concerns about the region’s long-term water security.  UDIA NSW said this was proof that inadequate investment in critical infrastructure by the NSW Government was constraining the State‘s economic growth.  

Dr David Poole, CEO of UDIA NSW said “this is consistent with present NSW Government Policy.  Rather than accommodate demand, this Government constrains services to suit its budget.  State Transit, when confronted with increased commuters, has reduced off peak services rather than invest in more buses.  The Central Coast has proven to be an oasis of affordability.  Rather than invest in water infrastructure, the Government has chosen to leave new homebuyers high n’ dry.”

These sentiments confirm the recent findings by the Business Council of Australia.  Their report entitled, Water Under Pressure, revealed that water reform and investment in water supply infrastructure is integral to sustained economic growth.  The Business Council of Australia concluded that “by continuing to view the problem in terms of unavoidable scarcity of water at the source, instead of a problem with our water supply system that can be fixed with practical solutions, Australia’s water supply, and in turn its growth and productive output, will increasingly be constrained.”

The Minister stated that the Central Coast forecast population growth will be “significantly lower than the rate of population growth over the past 20 years.  These projections will be reviewed when water supply issues are resolved.”

Dr Poole said that “the Minister for Planning appears to have been let down by his colleagues in Cabinet.  The only scarcity in NSW is one of political will.”

Mr Andrew Cox, UDIA NSW Central Coast Chapter Chairman welcomed the regional plan but said that “it fell far short of the vision presented by UDIA NSW in its recently awarded Central Coast Structure Plan.  The UDIA NSW plan tabled with the Minister was for an additional 130,000 dwellings over 45 years while the State Government response has been to allow for only 36,000 new dwellings over 25 years.  This just puts more pressure on other areas of Sydney as well the Hunter to accommodate the demand.”
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About UDIA

UDIA is the voice of development.  We represent the industry which develops new communities and proudly advocate for its interests.  We pursue access to land for development, encourage the creation of a positive regulatory environment, and seek to moderate the burden of taxes and charges on our customers.  We believe in affordable, sustainable, and liveable communities.  For more information, please visit the website, www.udia-nsw.com.au.
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