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The Case for Reform – Exhibit A


The Urban Development Institute of Australia NSW (UDIA NSW) has welcomed the release of the Planning Performance Monitoring Report 2006/07.  Mr. Scott Woodcock, UDIA NSW Executive Director said that “the monitor provided indisputable evidence in support of necessary and urgent planning reform.  The results show that 97% of all DAs are less than $1 million in value.  We’re a global city; we shouldn’t sweat the small stuff.”

Mr. Woodcock continued saying that “60% of all DAs were for new homes or residential renovations or additions.  Yet the average gross processing time is almost double that required having increased to 73 days.  The AMP NATSEM report on housing released yesterday confirmed that NSW is the least affordable state with homes costing 8.3 times annual disposable income.  Unreasonable delays in the planning system directly affect affordability by increasing costs.”

“The monitor reveals that a standard subdivision of over 150 lots with a value above $20 million will often take close to a year to be approved.  NSW recorded a 50 year low for 29,300 dwelling commencements in the twelve months leading up to June 2007.  Homebuyers can’t afford to be tied down by red tape.”

Mr. Woodcock “encouraged the NSW Parliament to support the proposed planning reforms.  The AMP NATSEM report on housing revealed that only 1 in 20 Gen Y households are buying a home.  The evidence is undeniable.  Planning reform is needed today to reclaim the Australian dream for the generation of tomorrow.”
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