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Draft Illawarra Regional Strategy – Underselling the Illawarra
“While it is pleasing that the State Government has commenced its regional planning reforms for the Illawarra, the draft Strategy undersells the region by underestimating growth and failing to encourage economic growth and innovation”, said the Urban Development Institute of Australia NSW (UDIA NSW) Southern Chapter Chairman, Mr Martin Wells
“There was an expectation within the urban development industry that the Illawarra Regional Strategy would provide an ambitious vision for the Illawarra that reflected a whole of Government approach to achieving regional economic growth and prosperity. Unfortunately the draft Strategy falls short of this expectation and fails to demonstrate genuine ambition for the future of the region.” 
UDIA NSW today released their submission to the NSW Government on the draft Strategy.
Mr Wells noted that the draft Strategy provided conservative population growth rates below what was currently being experienced. 

“UDIA NSW asserts that the draft Strategy significantly underestimates population growth for the Illawarra and therefore fails to provide a solution for urban development to meet the real future growth potential of the region. The Strategy should provide a desirable vision for the Illawarra and adopt a population target of 351,000 for 2031. A population increase of 70,000 persons reflects a realistic balance between historical growth rates and an appropriate recognition of regional capacity and potential.”
UDIA NSW have called on the NSW Government to set a target of at least 970 new greenfield residential lots per year over 25 years to ensure that housing supply can meet demand.
“Conservative population growth forecasts lead to housing supply shortages and serious implications for the future of the region. Failing to adequately supply land for the increasing demand will have dramatic implications for housing affordability, will cause infrastructure and service provision shortfalls and will be a deterrent to private sector investment in the region” said Mr Wells. 
UDIA NSW strongly supports the expedient release of residential land in West Dapto but contends that other significant sources of supply, such as Calderwood Valley, will be needed in the Illawarra to meet regional demand.

“UDIA NSW is disappointed that the Strategy offers nothing innovative in relation to economic development and growth and goes no further beyond land use zoning to stimulate and foster potential emerging industries in the region. The draft Strategy does not provide any incentives to develop land that is already zoned for employment purposes. In fact the draft Wollongong CBD Plan and accompanying levies serve as a disincentive in an area seeking to attract employment” said Mr Wells. 
MR Wells noted that “major infrastructure commitments are also missing from the regional strategy, except where the government expects private industry and homebuyers to contribute.   Any discussion of public and private infrastructure funding should be undertaken concurrently with a fully documented understanding of what services are needed, their timing and an appreciation of available financial models.”

 A copy of UDIA NSW’s submission to the Department of Planning can be downloaded from the homepage of the website.  Visit www.udia-nsw.com.au
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About the UDIA
The Urban Development Institute of Australia (UDIA) is Australia’s peak representative body for all segments of the urban development industry. Our mission is to promote innovation and best practice for sustainable environments and communities. The UDIA was established in New South Wales in 1963 and operates as a non-profit institute for the benefits of its member’s throughout Australia, with divisions in New South Wales, Queensland, South Australia, Victoria and Western Australia.  For more information, please visit the website, www.udia-nsw.com.au.
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