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IT’S AN ANNOUNCEMENT
UDIA NSW is disturbed by recent comments from the Minister for Infrastructure and Planning’s office made to the Sydney Morning Herald on Saturday 16th April, 2005.  UDIA is concerned that the Sydney Metropolitan Strategy is being sacrificed for the sake of political risk minimisation.

“The Minister has consistently said that the document is not a plan but a strategy.  Now we’re told that Metro Strategy is instead a series of plans,” said Ralph Bruce, President of UDIA NSW.  “We’re told that the Minister does not want the strategy to be a developer’s roadmap.  Indeed there is no map, for the Minister wants to ‘unfurl elements of the strategy in stages’.  So what precisely is the Sydney Metropolitan Strategy?  Is it a strategy, a roadmap, an element, a series of plans… or just a series of announcements?”

“How can orderly, economic and socially acceptable development be delivered without a single guiding plan?” asked the President of UDIA NSW.

UDIA NSW welcomes the Minister’s appointment of Bob Meyer of Cox Richardson to guide the Sydney Metropolitan Strategy.  “Mr. Meyer has our greatest respect and we look forward to working with him in developing the growth centres component of the Strategy,” said Ralph Bruce.

“We have heard enough of semantics and re-announcements, what we need is a bold statement for Sydney in the form of a comprehensive ambitious document that will deliver new infrastructure and a concerted revitalisation of this global city.  Whatever the Government chooses to call it, just make it smart, make it big and make it soon.”
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About the UDIA
The Urban Development Institute of Australia (UDIA) is Australia’s peak representative body for all segments of the urban development industry. Our mission is to promote innovation and best practice for sustainable environments and communities. The UDIA was established in New South Wales in 1963 and operates as a non-profit institute for the benefits of its member’s throughout Australia, with divisions in New South Wales, Queensland, South Australia, Victoria and Western Australia.  For more information, please visit the website, www.udia-nsw.com.au.
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