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Where is the Impetus for Metro Strategy?

The timetable for delivering new, affordable homes in Sydney’s North West and South West Growth Centres is beginning to drift unacceptably, according to the Urban Development Institute of Australia NSW (UDIA NSW).
According to UDIA NSW Executive Director Dr David Poole, the drift could exacerbate the outflow of the state’s best and brightest to other states and further reduce the ability of new homebuyers to purchase land and homes in the Sydney basin.
“The creation of the North West and South West Growth Centres was announced by the NSW Government in December 2004.  At that time, commitments were made to deliver Sydney’s new communities in a timely fashion:
In the South West, the first new land releases will be the Turner Road and Oran Park precincts with construction of the first houses planned for 2007.

In the North West, the first new land releases will be the North Kellyville, Riverstone and Alex Avenue precincts.  Lots are expected to be released in 2006.

“Unfortunately, this will not be achieved.  The development of paddocks and fields into new housing and employment lands takes time.  This timeframe can be compressed, however, if the NSW Government moves ahead in four ways.
“First, it should approve the SEPP (State Environmental Planning Policy) currently awaiting Government approval.  The SEPP is an overarching planning document which will indicate the various land zonings and land uses for the Growth Centres.
“Second, Cabinet must move to affirm the existence and importance of the Growth Centres Commission as the key governance structure coordinating the release of land and provision of infrastructure.
“Third, the NSW Government must determine the nature and amount of infrastructure levies to be imposed in the Growth Centres.  UDIA NSW continues to argue for a capped global levy of $60,000 including $30,000 for state infrastructure, $20,000 for local infrastructure, and $10,000 for the provision of shared water and sewerage infrastructure if home affordability is to be enhanced and new land made available for development by landowners.
“Fourth, the NSW Government must sign off on the Development Code which will govern the style of urban development in the Growth Centres.  The UDIA NSW maintains that the Design Code should particularly recognise consumer preference for low rather than high density communities and larger rather than smaller lot sizes.
“We welcome the energy of Planning Minister Sartor in supporting Sydney’s sustainable urban growth.  It is now time for Minister Sartor’s colleagues to support Metro Strategy through these four actions.
“In addition, we call upon the NSW Opposition to provide its views on these issues.  In his presentation to the UDIA NSW’s Western Sydney lunch at Parramatta tomorrow, we hope that the Opposition Leader will be articulating the Coalition’s position in relation to the Growth Centres, infrastructure levies, and the role of the Growth Centres Commission”.
Mr Debnam will be joined at the lunch by Growth Centres Commission CEO Angus Dawson who will be discussing the GCC’s progress in delivering the Growth Centres.

For more information and details on the UDIA NSW Western Sydney Luncheon with Mr Peter Debnam and Mr Angus Dawson, please contact Lisa Marshall on lmarshall@udia-nsw.com.au or call (02) 9868 3677.
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About UDIA
UDIA is the voice of development.  We represent the industry which develops new communities and proudly advocate for its interests.  We pursue access to land for development, encourage the creation of a positive regulatory environment, and seek to moderate the burden of taxes and charges on our customers.  We believe in affordable, sustainable, and liveable communities.  For more information, please visit the website, www.udia-nsw.com.au.
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