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Metro Strategy Progress Needs Resources

The progress of the important Metropolitan Strategy may be hampered by the NSW Government’s unwillingness to effectively resource the NSW Department of Planning.

According to Dr David Poole, Executive Director of the Urban Development Institute of Australia NSW (UDIA NSW), without additional resources for implementation Metro Strategy may fall over like a two-legged stool.

“One leg represents the positive and proactive Minister for Planning, the Hon Frank Sartor MP.  The second leg represents the professional and competent Director General of the Department of Planning, Dr Sam Haddad, as well as his senior colleagues in the department.  

“The third leg is currently dangerously short and threatens to topple the stool in the near term.  The third leg is the under-resourced Department of Planning.

“Metro Strategy will be impossible to implement without a fully staffed and resourced planning department appropriately equipped to roll out the strategy.  To achieve this, the Premier and Treasurer must allocate at least an additional $10 million to the department in next month’s State Budget.  This will allow the department to recruit sufficient planners and support staff to achieve its approved staffing capacity and thus avoid the inevitable delays arising in Metro Strategy’s implementation.

“In addition, it will enable the department to rely to a much lesser degree on expensive consultants to undertake the kinds of critical work which should ideally be completed in-house.  

“The execution of strategy is the critical link between aspiration and results.  For this missing link to be closed, the NSW Department of Planning needs to be much better resourced.

“Such additional resources also have an obvious payback to the NSW Government in the form of greater state economic activity and the increased flows of duties, taxes and charges coming back to the Government from a healthy urban development sector.

“If the NSW Government is truly “open for business”, the urban development industry will wait with optimism for its forthcoming Budget”. 
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