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SYDNEY OVERHAUL SUPPORTED
UDIA NSW supports Professor Ed Blakely’s call for an independent body to supervise the city’s future growth patterns, spending and housing priorities.  UDIA NSW in its submission to the government recommended that an independent planning authority be established to implement the Sydney Metropolitan Strategy over the next three decades or that an independent audit be undertaken every five years and the findings tabled in parliament to gauge progress.
“Strategies and plans are all about producing certainty,” said Dr David Poole, Executive Director of UDIA NSW.  “For a thirty year strategy there has to be some confidence that everyone is reading to the same script over the next three decades.  The effort and thought that has been invested in Metro Strategy is too important to jeopardise with periodic policy shifts and changes in government.  UDIA NSW therefore strongly supports a bi-partisan approach to planning in NSW and some independent oversight to its implementation.”
Integral to an independent review are transparent agreed milestones and benchmarks.  Clearly, the government has failed to meet its own milestones with the delay in releasing Metro Strategy.  It is 2005 and yet the 2003 Metropolitan Development Programme (MDP) is still pending Cabinet approval for release.  The community and industry have contributed to the MDP but have been denied access to the very data that underpins Metro Strategy.
Dr Poole commended the Minister for Infrastructure and Planning for initiating the strategy.   “The Minister for Infrastructure and Planning has done an excellent job in listening to the community and industry.  It is now time to deliver and measure those deliverables.”
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