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Coalition’s Urban Policy Initiatives a Good Start

Several new policy ideas recently announced by the NSW Coalition have been welcomed by the property development sector’s leading industry association, the Urban Development Institute of Australia (UDIA).
According to UDIA Chief Executive Dr David Poole, the urban development sector has long awaited the release of the Coalition’s views about the urban future of NSW.
“We have witnessed a major period of reform during the last 12 months with the NSW Government releasing Metro Strategy, several regional strategies, and the first city strategy (Wollongong).  In addition, the Government has increased its powers to consider state significant developments, monitor the performance of local Councils, and influence the size and nature of infrastructure levies.
“A number of the Coalition’s proposals deserve serious consideration.
“Bringing together the areas of planning and infrastructure within one ministry under the responsibility of the Premier is a tremendous idea.  The provision of infrastructure should follow on from the state’s urban plans.  Right now, however, agencies like the RTA and State Rail are a law unto themselves and sometimes doing more harm than good in getting the state moving once more.
“These agencies, as well as those administering the domains of environment and conservation, should be made subservient in the state’s governance hierarchy to those at the core of responsibility for the implementation of Metro Strategy and the regional strategies.  These strategies provide the planning templates for the future urban prosperity and liveability of New South Wales.     
“Moves to end Sydney Water’s monopoly are also long overdue.  With hundreds of millions of dollars being asset-stripped from Sydney Water and other government agencies each year, it is time that the inefficiencies inherent in monopoly provision are resolved.
“It goes without saying that the Coalition’s intention to free up the land supply process is also to be applauded.  There is no doubt that the strangulation of land supply during the last decade has significantly contributed to Sydney’s current home affordability crisis and the outflows of our best and brightest to other cities.
“The UDIA looks forward to receiving further policy detail from the NSW Opposition in the coming weeks and months”.
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