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Metro Strategy – Government Must Keep Its Nerve

 

The NSW Government must hold its nerve on Metro Strategy and work through the inevitable period of ferment caused by the significant shifts in Ministries and personnel, according to Dr David Poole, Executive Director of the UDIA.
Speaking on behalf of the development industry, Dr Poole stated that the Government appears to have reached a “tipping point” in relation to its commitment to Metro Strategy.
“It is understandable that there will be intense negotiations within government about the directions of Metro, as well as turf wars about responsibility for its major elements.  This will be particularly the case given the break-up of the former Department of Infrastructure, Planning and Natural Resources into three separate ministries.
“While the industry may accept some tweaking and tinkering with the strategy, it would be a disaster for major changes to take place.  We have already waited years for the strategy to emerge.  We have participated in a plethora of committees, taskforces and advisory meetings to ensure that its general direction is sound.  We have supported the expenditure of some $1.5 million in consultancies to ensure that Metro Strategy held together as a planning document.  Now, we await its implementation.
“The delays in producing the strategy have already caused several unintended negative consequences.  The most significant of these is Sydney’s affordability crisis, driven by the Government’s deliberate strategy of releasing no new land in Sydney from the mid-1990s.  Another is the intensity of feeling being expressed by landholders frozen out of the proposed new release areas.  While there will always be winners and losers from this process, the long wait for the release of the north-west and south-west sectors has exacerbated such feelings of frustration and concern.
“So much remains to be done.  There is an urgent need to provide new serviced land.  There is a clear need to move into the implementation phase of the new release areas so that the NSW Government can then begin to turn its attention to the challenges of putting 60 to 70 percent of new dwellings on the existing urban footprint.  There is also a desperate need to begin discussions about the challenges of building new neighbourhoods in Sydney, from the housing product mix to the quantum of the proposed new infrastructure levy.  In other words, it is time to consider and discuss the detail of Metro, not its central planks.
“This is absolutely the wrong time to get nervous about Metro Strategy.  We strongly encourage the NSW Government to stay its course”.
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